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Basin Needs 

Agriculture 

o Primary user of water when measured by volume
diverted.

o Additional supplemental water will be needed to
meet the requirements of the Arkansas River
Compact with Kansas.

o The availability of augmentation water, leased
from municipal suppliers, for agriculture is
expected to diminish as the municipal return
flow is reused to meet future urban demands.

o A study by Colorado State University’s Water
Institute found that agriculture contributed $1.5
Billion to the economy of the Arkansas Basin. To
maintain that level of economic productivity,
projects and methods should focus on
development of rotational fallowing,
conservation easements, and increased storage
capacity to allow agricultural water to sustain
agricultural productivity.

Municipal 

o The Colorado Water Plan (Table 6.2-2) shows a 
Municipal Supply Gap of 59.500 acre-feet, 
referencing the 2010 edition of the Statewide 
Water Supply for the year 2050 as a range of 
45,000 to 94,000 acre-feet.

o The municipal gap falls in two categories:
o Continued dependence on 

nonrenewable groundwater. 
Municipal dependence on nonrenewable 
hard-rock aquifers and designated 
groundwater sources become significant 
liabilities as these aquifers reach the end of 
their usual life.

o Alluvial groundwater. In a variety of 
settings there is a need for either 
replacement or augmentation of alluvial 
wells in the near-term. 

Environmental and Recreational Needs 

o The nonconsumptive goals fall into four general
categories:

o Protection and improvement of
species and habitat; 

o Maintain, improve, and restore
wetlands; 

o Increase the quality of recreational 
experiences; and 

o Improving watershed health and 
water quality. 

o Completion of projects to meet the 
environmental and recreational needs of the 
basin will encounter funding dilemmas. 

Conservation, Efficiency, and Water Quality 

o Water efficiency measures and programs also
include regional approaches to water
management and the application of conserved
water to consumptive and nonconsumptive
needs.

o There are five complementary components to
the meaning of conservation:

o Water Production and Treatment. 
o Water Distribution. 
o Water Delivery to Customers.
o Customer Demand Management. 
o Overall Water System

o Two projects aimed at addressing basin wide
needs, and identified in the Plan’s Master Needs
List, are Master Metering for reliable water flow
measurement and the organization of a Water
Quality Working Group to help support
improved water management in areas impacted
by naturally occurring radioactive materials in
the water supply.



o Support of local and regional efforts, combined
with regional and statewide dialogue, will
combine to keep conservation and water quality
at the forefront as solutions are formulated.

Storage 

o A benchmark for the cooperative movement of
water between federal and local agencies, known
as the Voluntary Flow Management Agreement,
was a critical factor in the recent designation of
the Upper Arkansas as a Gold Medal fishery in
2014.

o Increasing available storage is fundamental to all
solutions to the Arkansas Basin’s needs.

o Multi-purpose projects are a basin-wide priority.

Measurable Outcomes 

o Developing a List of Identified 
Plans and Process.

o The dialogue of the Arkansas 
Basin Roundtable led to the 
identification of the Basin’s 
needs: agriculture, recreation, 
environment, municipal, 
industrial, water quality, 
conservation, and storage.

o The 2015 Edition of the 
Arkansas Basin Implementation 
Plan includes over 200 projects.

o Ultimately, the Arkansas Basin 
Roundtable will need to 
determine a methodology for 
supporting various solutions 
within the basin.

o A Cyclical Planning Process.
o The Basin Plan represents a 

snapshot of the Arkansas Basin’s 
needs.
 

o For regional or sub-regional
challenges, a natural role of the
Roundtable is to convene the
conversations that lead to
collaborative solutions.

Policy Statements 

o Policy Statement: The Arkansas Basin
Roundtable supports the integration of land
use and water resource planning.

o Policy Statement: It is the preference
of the Arkansas Basin Roundtable that
Arkansas Basin water be used first to meet
Arkansas Basin needs, and that the
Roundtable will investigate the
development of a mechanism to make sales
of water rights more attractive within the
basin than without.

o Policy Statement: The Arkansas Basin
Roundtable supports the full development
of Colorado’s entitlement under the
Colorado River Compact, for use in
Colorado.

THANK YOU! 

• Arkansas Basin Roundtable

o Six-year cyclical planning 
process beginning with the April 
2015 Arkansas Basin 
Implementation Plan

 Arkansas BIP, 2015 
(Quality Input, 2015: 
Arkansas BIP);

 SWSI, 2022 
(Prioritization);

 Collaboration 
(Alternatives Analysis);

 Design and Permit 
(Alternatives Analysis);

 Fund and Construct 
(Alternatives Analysis);

 Evaluation and Reflection 
(Check Progress and 
Refresh Input). 




