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Background 

o The Gunnison River contributes on 
average a sixth of the Colorado River 
Basin’s total annual flow.

o Gunnison River basin water rights are 
administered by Division 4 of the 
Colorado Division of Water Resources.

o The Gunnison Basin has high water 
quality in numerous headwater streams, 
many of which have been designated as 
outstanding waters by the Water Quality 
Control Commission.

o The Gunnison Basin is home to a robust 
recreational economy, much of which is 
tied directly to water.

o Predominant water uses and revenue 
generators include agriculture, 
recreation, tourism, and hydropower 
generation. 

Basin Goals 

1. Protect existing water uses in the 
Gunnison Basin.

2. Discourage the conversion of productive 
agricultural land to all other uses within 
the context of private property rights.

3. Improve agricultural water supplies to 
reduce shortages.

4. Identify and address municipal and 
industrial water shortages.

5. Quantify and protect environmental and 
recreational water uses.

6. Maintain or, where necessary, improve 
water quality throughout the Gunnison 
Basin.

7. Describe and encourage the beneficial 
relationship between agricultural and 
environmental recreational water uses.

8. Restore, maintain, and modernize critical 
water infrastructure, including 
hydropower.

9. Create and maintain active, relevant and 
comprehensive public education, 
outreach and stewardship processes, 
involving water resources in the six 
sectors (Upper Gunnison, North Fork, 
Surface Creek/Grand Mesa, Upper 
Uncompahgre, Lower Uncompahgre, and 
Lower Gunnison) of the Gunnison Basin. 

Basin Needs 

o Agricultural needs:
o Improving water supply 

reliability,
o Minimizing loss of agriculture 

to other uses,
o Rehabilitating key water supply 

infrastructure, and
o Developing public education 

programs. 



o Municipal and Industrial needs are 
estimated to be up to approximately 
44,000 AFY.

o Environmental and Recreational needs 
include the identification and 
inventorying of projects throughout the 
Basin and in 29 target stream reaches, 
as well as addressing water quality and 
watershed/forest health issues. 

Basin Recommendations 

Project Acceptance 

• Challenge and Strategy
o The objective is to establish 

partnerships and cooperative 
strategies from conflict.

o The strategy involves public 
education and outreach 
incentive-based programs.

o These programs and incentives 
will be regulated through 
cooperative strategies and 
regulatory streamlining. 

Project Feasibility 

• Challenge and Strategy
o The project requires creative 

funding mechanisms including 
the creation of partnerships 
and cooperative strategies.

o The creative funding 
mechanisms will stem from 
water administration strategies 
through analyses of water 
availability.

o Finally, the project necessitates 
an engineering design and a 
feasibility analysis. 
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