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Providing Energy
Companies with
Customized Mitigation
Solutions
NextEra Energy Vasco Winds Repowering Project
Westervelt Ecological Services (WES) worked with NextEra Energy
to implement a 350-acre turnkey conservation project focusing
on the protection of San Joaquin kit fox (Vulpes macrotis mutica),
California red-legged frog (Rana draytonii), California tiger
salamander (Ambystoma californiense), and Western burrowing
owl (Athene cunicularia) habitat in Contra Costa County, California.
The project provides a mitigation solution for species impacts
related to the Vasco Winds Repowering project.

WES completed a review of all entitlement documents and permits related to the project.
In addition, WES produced the endowment and easement funding documentation,
including the management plan, grazing plan, and monitoring plan. WES coordinated
the establishment of the financial assurances, and permanent easements as approved by
the conservation easement holder, California Rangeland Trust. Because of these efforts,
NextEra was able to obtain approval from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to
proceed with the wind power project without endangered species permitting delays.
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Additional Projects with Energy Agencies
Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E)
WES was elected by PG&E to provide a turnkey mitigation solution for PG&E’s Crazy
Horse and Hollister transmission line and power station projects. PG&E had been pursuing
fulfillment of approximately 6 acres of upland California tiger salamander (CTS) mitigation
at a site deemed infeasible due to complications recording an easement on the property.
Within 18 months, WES was able to deliver a full turnkey mitigation solution.
As part of the mitigation project, WES identified and secured a mitigation site which
supports 86 acres of CTS uplands, fulfilling the California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s
(CDFW) standard for “fully mitigated”. In addition, Westervelt prepared a management
plan and corresponding endowment calculation, secured CDFW and USFWS approval of
the mitigation site, recorded a conservation easement over the property, and funded the endowment. As a result of these
activities, PG&E was able to comply with California State and USFWS listed species regulations, allowing these two projects
to proceed.

East Bay Municipal Utilities District (EBMUD)
The proposed Pinole Valley Mitigation Bank occupies 2,640 acres in western Contra Costa
County and is owned and managed by the EBMUD. The lands, originally purchased by
EBMUD to develop a water supply reservoir, are now being committed to permanent habitat
protection through the mitigation banking process.
WES, under contract to EBMUD, prepared the Pinole Valley Mitigation Bank Feasibility Study
within budget and on time (approximately six weeks from authorization to completion). WES
then prepared a draft prospectus for the Bank that included baseline technical studies for
soils, jurisdictional wetlands, endangered species habitat, cultural resources, environmental
contaminations, and habitat restoration constraints/opportunities available within the
property. Throughout the process, WES and its team have worked closely with EBMUD’s
staff of projects managers, biologists, and land managers in preparing these studies, which
have formed the foundation of the bank proposal. Work on the project is a first phase of
banking in the Pinole Valley.
In addition to assisting with the establishment of Pinole Valley Mitigation Bank, WES also assisted EBMUD with Oursan
Ridge Conservation Bank (ORCB). The 430-acre proposed ORCB contains both Alameda whipsnake (Masticophis lateralis)
and California red-legged frog (Rana dratonii) habitat. As much of the surrounding region is currently in high density
development, the ORCB will serve to facilitate the protection of Alameda whipsnake and California red-legged frog
populations and high-quality habitats in the area against ongoing development pressures in perpetuity. Thus, the bank will
assist in meeting defined regional recovery goals for both species.
WES prepared both a prospectus and the Conservation Bank Agreements, including: bank crediting, credit transfers,
endowment funding analysis, and the land management plan. As a result, of these projects, WES developed much of the
ground-work EBMUD required to fully develop two commercial banks in the San Francisco Bay, area allowing EBMUD to
monetize excess watershed land that would otherwise have gone unused.

Additional WES Energy Clients
Alabama Power for over 19 different projects

Lodi Gas for the Kirby Hills Project

Duke Energy for the Florida’s Havana-Tallahassee 39kV Transmission Line
Rebuild Project

NextEra Energy for the Montezuma II Project

Transcontinental Gas Pipeline Company from Hillabee Expansion Natural
Gas Project
Gulf South Pipeline Company’s Mid-South Expansion

San Francisco Public Utilities Commission for the Hetch
Hetchy Project
Tres Vanqueros Wind Farm for the Tres Vanqueros Wind
Farm Decommissioning

