Experts in
Species
Conservation

Westervelt Ecological Services (WES), established in 2006, comprises
ecologists and wildlife biologists skilled in identifying, creating,
restoring, and protecting wildlife and plant habitat.

Westervelt Projects in the United States
WES’ experience working with regulators
to meet project compliance and offset needs
is demonstrated through our extensive
project footprint. Our portfolio of mitigation
banking, permittee-responsible mitigation,
and in-lieu fee projects includes over 30,000
acres of restored, managed, and protected
lands. Our banks provide habitat for
approximately 50 federally or state-protected
plants and animals.

Select Conserved
Species
Gopher tortoise
Chickasawhay Conservation Bank, Mississippi
The 1,223-acre Chickasawhay Conservation Bank in Greene
County, Mississippi, established in 2009, provides important
habitat for the Gopher tortoise. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) has classified the tortoise as threatened
under the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) and protects
tortoise habitat west of the Tombigbee River in Mississippi
and Louisiana. A “keystone species,” the tortoise’s extensive
system of burrows provide habitat for over 360 other species,
including frogs, owls, and the endangered Indigo snake.

Swainson’s Hawk
California
WES provides a combined 2,545 acres of Swainson’s hawk
habitat in five California conservation banks: Bullock Bend,
Burke Ranch, Mariner Vernal Pool, Meridian Ranch, and Van
Vleck. The Swainson’s Hawk was listed as state-threatened
under the California ESA in 1983 due to a decline in population
resulting from a loss of foraging and nesting habitat.

Callippe Silverspot Butterfly
Ohlone West Conservation Bank, California
Ohlone West Conservation Bank is located within Southern
Alameda County, immediately adjacent to the Ohlone
Preserve Conservation Bank. The Bank provides habitat for the
Callippe Silverspot Butterfly, a species listed as endangered
under the ESA. WES partnered with Fletcher Conservation
Lands, who owns and manages the 640-acre property. The
project exemplifies WES’ ability to collaborate with individual
farm and property owners.

Whooping crane
Nebraska’s Rainwater Basin, Nebraska
In coordination with the National Resource Conservaiton
Service, Westervelt is in the process of developing a
conservation wetland bank in Nebraska’s Rainwater Basin
Focal Area. The restoration effort will protect the Whooping
crane and its critical migration habitat. In 1973, the USFWS
listed the crane as federally endangered under the ESA, with
only 15 individuals left in the wild. The 2017 census estimated
the Whooping crane population to be around 505. Due to
the loss of 82 percent of the area’s wetlands, along with their
continued degradation, the Nebraska Rainwater Basin has a
Priority 1 ranking in the Nebraska Wetlands Priority Plan.

Preble’s Meadow Jumping
Mouse
Big Thompson Conservation Bank, Colorado
WES’ 72.4-acre Big Thompson Confluence Mitigation Bank in
Weld County, Colorado, established 2019, provides habitat
protection for the Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse. The
mouse has federal protection under the ESA. The mouse
is endemic to riparian systems along the Arkansas, South
Platte, and North Platte Rivers drainage systems. At the Big
Thompson, WES restored stream habitat critical to the species.
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