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Implementation Plan 
Summary 

Figure 1. The Beating Heart of the American 
Southwest: Map of the Colorado River basin. 
Colorado River: Colorado, Wyoming, Utah, New 
Mexico, Nevada, Arizona, California.

Background 

o The Colorado River Basin encompasses 
approximately 9,830 square miles.

o It is among the largest watersheds in the 
state.

o Water development in the Basin first started 
for mining followed by agriculture.

o The Basin is the State’s primary “donor” 
basin.

o Approximately 80% of renewable water is on 
the West Slope while the remaining 20% is 
on the East Slope.

o In the Colorado Basin, 450,000 to 600,000 
acre feet of water annually leaves the 
Colorado River system to support 
municipalities and farms east of the Divide.

o A substantial portion of the Basin is made up 
of Federally owned land.

o Of the approximate 6 million acres in the 
Basin, almost half is owned by the United 
State Forest Service.

o Tourism, agriculture, and energy are all 
critical and integral components of the Basin 
Economy. 

Basin Vision 

The Colorado River Basin Roundtable 
“envisions a Colorado River Basin that is home to 
thriving communities benefiting from vibrant, healthy 
rivers and outstanding water quality that provides for 
all of the Colorado Basin’s needs.” 

Policy Framework 

o West Slope gap requirements are filled first, 
with as much reliability as can be provided 
without the threat of compact curtailment.

o A well0defined quantification of current 
undeveloped conditional trans-mountain 
rights and IPPs must be made prior to 
considerations of any new projects.

o The Front Range must unequivocally prove 
that the water available for such diversion 
truly exists in a reliable and long term, 
sustainable measure without adversely 
affecting the West Slope economy and 
environment.

o Serious and meaningful Basin of Origin 
protections must be incorporated into the 
Colorado River Basin.

o There will be no further degradation or 
diminishment of West Slope stream and river 
ecosystems or recreational opportunity.

o There will be neither diminishment of 
existing West Slope agricultural activity and 
production, nor unnecessary constraints on 
agricultural expansion.

o The West Slope must adhere to local control, 
land use regulation and policy.

o The Shoshone Power Plant water right and 
operations remain intact, with flows as 
recognized in Senate Document 80 
recognized and maintained. 



The Grassroots Process 

Six themes emerged as the guiding 
principles for the Colorado Basin 
Implementation Plan: 

1. Ecosystem Health – protect and 
restore streams, rivers, lakes and 
riparian areas.

2. Agriculture- sustain, protect and 
promote agriculture.

3. Safe Drinking Water – secure and 
protect safe drinking water for today 
and tomorrow.

4. Conservation – encourage a high 
level of basin wide conservation 
across all uses.

5. Land Use – develop water conscious 
land use strategies.

6. Basin Administration – ensure 
reliable and predictable basin 
administration. 

Future Water Availability 

The Colorado River Basin is the state’s 
major “donor” basin of water and is at-risk 
for losing even more water to the Front 
Range, as much as 120,000 to 140,000 
acre-feet, to support projects identified to 
meet future demands including: 

o 50,000 to 70,000 acre-feet left for the 
full use of existing trans-mountain 
diversions.

o 50,000 acre-feet in new depletions 
through Moffat and Windy Gap.

o Potential cooperative projects as 
contemplated by the Colorado River 
Cooperative Agreement (CRCA).

o 20,000 acre-feet contemplated with 
the Eagle River Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) to benefit 
Colorado Springs and Aurora. 

Additional uncertainties include climate 
change, agricultural shortages, energy 
development, dust on snow and the 
widespread impact of beetle kill on Upper 
Colorado River watersheds. 
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