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Figure 1 – Location of the study unit and selected 
cities and streams in the South Platte River Basin. 
National Water-Quality Assessment (NAWQA) 
Program – South Platte River Basin. United States 
Geological Survey. 

South Platte Basin Facts: 

o By 2050, population will grow by 2.5 
million.

o By 2050, water demand projected to 
exceed supply. 

o

o

80% of the State’s population but only 
20% of the State’s water supply.

7 of 10 top agricultural producing 
counties are located in the basin.

o South Platte Basin contains 3 of the top 
5 most-visited state parks.

o The South Platte basin is home to 19 
state or federally listed threatened, 
endangered or species of special concern 
as well as various imperiled plant 
communities. 

South Platte Challenge: In most years, the 
South Platte Basin does not have sufficient water 
to meet all of its needs and it faces an increasing 
water supply gap due to anticipated population 
growth. The Basin must work to protect the 
current vitality of economic, social, 
environmental and recreational attributes 
through management of its existing water 
supplies while simultaneously planning to meet 
future water needs. 

Water Supply Issues 

Supply: 
o In most years, every drop of water in the 

river is being used.
o Additional surface and groundwater 

storage, water transfers, reuse, 
conservation or other strategies to meet 
the basin’s growing demands are 
needed. 

Constraints on Water Use 

o South Platte and Republican 
River Compacts.

o Endangered Species Act.
o Surface and Groundwater 

Storage. 

Quality 

o High quality water sources have already 
been developed.

o Lower Basin supplies require advanced 
treatment or blending with higher 
quality water. 

Environmental and Recreational 

o It is important to maintain or enhance 
environmental and recreational 
attributes, including needed stream 
flows.

o Federal and State permitting and 
inefficiencies can slow development of 
new projects. 



Overarching Themes 

1. A Good Colorado Plan Needs a Good
South Platte Plan – A comprehensive
South Platte Basin Implementation Plan
will need to be consistent with the values
represented in Governor Hickenlooper’s
executive order. A comprehensive and
reliable solution to meeting the South
Platte basin’s consumptive,
environmental and recreational water
supply gaps benefits all of Colorado and
all Coloradan’s share the need for a
viable South Platte plan. The ‘default’
plan of continued and possibly extensive
loss of agricultural production is not in
Colorado’s overall interest.

2. Solutions must be Pragmatic,
Balanced and Consistent with Colorado
Law and Property Rights – A useful
basin implementation plan must deal
with the realities of obtaining regulatory
approvals.

3. The South Platte River Basin will
continue its Leadership Role in Efficient
Use and Management of Water – No
person, company or institution operates
without risk/perils of change. The State’s
future as a whole (and the future of each
of its river basins) depends on efficient,
sustainable and collaborative solutions.

4. A Balanced Program is needed to Plan
and Preserve Colorado River Basin
Options – A balanced program to plan
and preserve options to responsibly
develop Colorado River Basin water to
benefit both east slope and west slope
consumptive, environmental and
recreational water uses is needed to
assure that the State’s plan has equal
focus on the other three previously
identified strategies including: 1)
developing IPPs; 2) municipal
conservation and reuse; and 3)
agricultural transfers.

Recommendations 

1. Maximize Implementation of IPPs –
Facilitate implementation of IPPs both
within and outside of the basin.

2. Maintain Leadership in Conservation
and Reuse and Implement Additional
Measures to Reduce Water Consumption
Rates – Better coordinate water and land
use planning to improve water use
efficiency.

3. Maximize Use and Effectiveness of
Native South Platte Supplies – Develop
new, in-basin, multipurpose water
storage and conveyance mechanisms,
explore further integration of South
Platte water supply systems to enhance
yield and reliability, and develop
methods to more effectively use
groundwater.

4. Minimize Traditional Agricultural
“Buy and Dry” and Maximize Use of
Alternative Transfer Methods (ATMS) To
Extent Practical and Reliable –Continue
to study water sharing practices and
adjust the water court process to
encourage water sharing practices while
protecting the vested rights of water
rights holders.

5. Protect and Enhance Environmental
and Recreational Attributes -Identify and
fill data gaps regarding protection of
environmental and recreational
attributes in order to better understand
the need for and adequacy of existing and
future protections.

6. Simultaneously Advance the
Consideration and Preservation of New
Colorado River Basin Supply Options –
Promote additional conceptualization
analysis of shared development of
additional Colorado River Basin Supplies.



7. Promote Multi-Purpose Storage
Projects that Enhance Other South
Platte Basin Solutions – The Metro and
South Platte Basin Roundtables strongly
advocate for the development of
additional surface and groundwater
storage, further research of aquifer
storage and recovery (ASR), and
investigation into additional off-channel
storage and reservoir sites in the basin.

8. Manage the Risk of Increased
Demands and Reduced Supplies Due to
Climate Change – The South Platte and
Metro Roundtables recommend
continued analysis of the potential for
back-up supply, such as for east slope
interruptible supply agreements.

9. Facilitate Effective South Platte
Communications and Outreach Programs
That Complement the State’s Overall
Program -Design and implement an
intensive education, participation and
outreach program designed to generate a
lasting baseline of public awareness and
support.

10. Research New Technologies and
Strategies – Continue research and
development of new strategies to address
both the technical and regulatory
constraints associated with treating low
quality water and disposing of waste
including direct potable reuse
(DPR) and indirect potable reuse (IPR),
developing an appropriate regulatory
framework for these technologies, and
promoting and monitoring research on
relevant technologies to advance these
objectives.

11. Advocate for Improvements to Federal
and State Permitting Processes –
Identify methods to improve the
approval process by increasing
efficiencies in agency coordination,
making changes to applicable statutes
and regulations, and supporting the
formation of a task force to study and
implement ways to improve the
permitting process for water supply
projects while maintaining
environmental protections.

THANK YOU! 

• South Platte/Metro 
Roundtables

• Rio Chato ( Lower North Fork of 
the South Platte River) 
Executive Committee

• Metro BIP Committee
• Environmental/Recreational 

Subcommittee
• Colorado Water Conservation 

Board 

To access the Executive Summary, the full 
SP BIP and for more information on how to 
get involved, please visit: 

www.southplattebasin.com 
www.coloradowaterplan.com 

http://www.southplattebasin.com/
http://www.coloradowaterplan.com/



