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Figure 1. Southwest Basin Roundtable. 
Southwestern Water Conservation District. 

Background Information 

o Unique for the complexity of
hydrography, political entities, water
compacts and treaties, and distinct
communities that it encompasses.

o Home to the Southern Ute Indian
Tribe and the Ute Mountain Ute
Indian Tribe: the only two Indian
Reservations in Colorado.

o Supports many water-dependent
species of wildlife, including warm
and cold water fish species, and four
terrestrial species.

Concerns 

o Concerned about any new trans-
mountain diversion (TMD).

o A new TMD would increase the risk
of a Colorado River Compact call, as
well as the risk of contingency
measures to address serious
conditions such as the inability to
generate power from Lake Powell or
levels of Lake Mead dropping below
Las Vegas’s municipal water supply
intake.

o An increase in such risks jeopardizes
the Southwest Basin’s ability to
develop water supplies to meet
needs in the Southwest Basin and
puts additional pressure on the
Basin’s agriculture to meet
downstream water needs for
compact compliance and/or
obligations.

Factors to Address 

1. Municipalities receiving water from
a new TMD must meet a high water
conservation goal.

2. Funding to design and construct
compensatory projects on the West
Slope.

3. Implementation of risk management
strategies is necessary to understand
and provide some level of protection
for existing water rights holders and
users.

4. Whether allocations for each sub-
basin of the Colorado River basin,
similar to sub-allocation of the
Colorado River Compact, are
appropriate.
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5. Municipalities receiving water from 
a new TMD will fully develop their 
existing water supplies within their 
basin (ex. Reuse strategies, storage, 
etc.)

6. Whether a new TMD will negatively 
impact the quality of life on the West 
Slope.

7. A new TMD will not be a headwaters 
diversion and may require 
development of a pumped back type 
of delivery system.

8. The state of Colorado will present 
their position on administration of a 
compact curtailment on a basin level. 

Two Methods to Bridge Need for 
Additional Information and Tools 

1. Evaluation of environmental and or
recreation gaps for improvement of
non-consumptive resources and/or
in collaborative efforts with
development of consumptive IPPs.

2. A collaborative effort to develop
innovative tools to protect water
identified as necessary to address
these gaps.

Facts and Figures 

o The Roundtable has adopted 21 goals and 30
measurable outcomes to meet identified gaps
and water supply needs.

o Since SWSI 2010, the Roundtable success
rate for completing IPPs is 44%.

o 55 projects were completed since the drafting
of the SWSI 2010 list.

o Over 80 new projects were added to the list
through the BIP outreach process.

o Of the 160 IPPs, about 50% of the IPPs are
for needs such as agricultural, municipal and
industrial while the remaining 50% of the
IPPs are for environmental and recreational
needs.

o At the end of 2014, the Roundtable had
granted $1,906,626 from the Southwest
Basin account and $5,162,859 from the
statewide account.

o A total of $7,069,485 granted to projects and
processes aimed at meeting water needs
within the Southwest Basin.
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